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An introduction to the RMC Industry Award



GET 
INDUSTRY 
READY
Riverside Music College is committed to 
ensuring that our students receive the 
most industry relevant learning experience, 
so that they leave here not only with an 
SQA accredited qualification, but also 
ready to take the next step in their career.

We believe that our ethos and approach to 
learning, sets our HND courses apart from 
all other options available to candidates 
seeking an education in music industry 
learning.

Which sounds great, doesn’t it?!? 
But you probably want to know 
how we achieve this…

The Riverside Music College Industry 
Award is a unique opportunity for our 
students to build a working CV and high 
quality practical portfolio, preparing them 
to confidently take the next steps in their 
chosen career or further studies.
Employers and Universities already view 
our students in the highest regard in terms 
of their skills, knowledge and professional 
attitude - the RMC Industry Award aims 
to take this to the next level, giving our 
students an even greater advantage in this 
competitive industry.



PRACTICAL LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENT

We are a college completely dedicated to music 
industry learning. At the centre of our creative 

campus is one of Scotland’s most celebrated 
production studios. Offering state-of-the-art 

commercial facilities, candidates from all subject 
areas have access to real-life work placement 

opportunities throughout their studies. We adapt 
our courses to reflect developments from within 

a constantly changing industry and invest heavily 
each year to ensure we offer the very best in 

technology based learning. 

CROSS-COURSE 
OPPORTUNITIES

We offer our students the chance to work 
alongside their peers from different course 

disciplines, providing the opportunity to develop 
networking and team working skills, which are 
essential to building a successful career as an 

industry professional. Our unique cross-course 
activities ensure our students benefit from even 

more practical music industry experience, helping 
them to build an extensive, high quality, 

professional portfolio of work.

MAKING EVERY 
UNIT COUNT

Every single unit on our HND courses is selected 
and designed specifically with the future career 

of our students in mind. Whether focussed 
on practical application, theory, or the inner 
workings of the industry, every unit counts 

towards the development of our students as 
future music industry professionals.



HND MUSIC 
PERFORMANCE 
YEAR 1
POPULAR & TRADITIONAL

Music Business for Musicians J01H 34 (1 Credit)
Our students learn the organisational aspect of the music 
industry, giving them the background and knowledge to build 
a successful career within it.  
Get Industry Ready - Focus is placed on providing information 
on the opportunities for promotion and networking, relevant 
to building a successful career in the industry. Students will 
create a CV and identify the skills and qualities necessary to 
undertake a successful funding opportunity.

Music First Study : Instrument J01K 34 (3 Credits)
Students will receive focused one to one tuition with the 
aim of developing a high level of proficiency on their 
chosen first instrument.
Get Industry Ready - Elements of First study are crucial when 
considering roles such as; professional performer, music tutor, 
examiner or session musician etc…

Live Performance J01M 34 (2 Credits)
Develop the skills necessary to perform in a live 
situation, including all the practical aspects involved 
and an understanding of the appropriate technology. 
Our students work towards performing at a live 
gig as part of the assessment. 
Get Industry Ready - This unit is primarily designed to provide 
students with the required skills to participate in a structured 
rehearsal program and perform in a live environment 
(A minimum of three showcase events at city centre venues; 
King Tut’s, Classic Grand, Stereo etc…)

Music Theory J01L 34 (1 Credit)
The focus of the Music Theory unit is the rudiments of music 
and the relationship of the written symbol to sound.  
Get Industry Ready - Knowledge gained in this unit can help 
secure jobs within the music industry such as; music tutor, 
composer, session musician or performer.

Recording Techniques for Musicians 
J0MM 34 (2 Credits)
Designed to give candidates an insight into the multi-track 
recording process, related terminology and key factors 
concerning the recording of music.  
Get Industry Ready - Frequent access to a professional 
recording environment ensures our performers can be 
confident when articulating their needs to sound technicians.



Songwriting J0MN 34 (1 Credit)
This unit is designed to develop the skills required by a 
songwriter. This is achieved by listening, analysing and 
researching existing songs. 
Get Industry Ready - Perfect for those looking to pursue 
careers as recording artists, composers or songwriters.

Digital Audio Workstations J019 34 (2 Credits)
Designed to deliver an understanding of a digital audio 
workstation specification and the ability to record and 
manipulate audio and MIDI for sound production. 
Get Industry Ready - Studying Digital Audio Workstations will 
benefit candidates when entering a professional recording 
studio as they will possess a broad knowledge of industry 
standard platforms, such as, Pro Tools and Ableton Live.

Graded Unit J0J4 34 (1 Credit) and 
Creative Project (2 Credits)
The Graded Unit is designed to provide evidence that the 
candidate has achieved the following principal aims of 
HND Music Performance Year 1:

 An ability to analyse and synthesise knowledge 
 and skills acquired through study.
 An ability to develop study, organisational 
 and research skills.
 An ability to develop competencies in specialised areas 
 of their choice, in line with their preferred career aims.
 An ability to prepare candidates for progression
 to further study in music.
 An ability to adopt creativity in their work and be able to  
 respond quickly to challenges posed by the industry.

The Creative Project is designed to enable candidates to 
develop expertise in the generation, development, completion 
and presentation of a project to a given brief, for an elected 
vocational area of the creative industries. This project acts as 
a ‘showcase’ to display skills and knowledge being acquired 
throughout the group award. 
Get Industry Ready - Learners will plan and produce a portfolio 
of work that will prepare them to confidently take the next 
steps in their chosen career or further studies.



HND SOUND 
PRODUCTION 
YEAR 1
MAKING EVERY UNIT COUNT

Digital Audio Workstations J019 34 (2 Credits)
Designed to give students an understanding of recording and 
manipulating audio and MIDI signals for Sound Production 
using digital audio workstations. Taught using Ableton Live, 
this unit provides students with the underpinning knowledge 
and skills required to use the main functions of a digital audio 
workstation.

Audio Skills J018 34 (2 Credits)
Taught in a hybrid analogue/digital environment, across both 
Studio 1 and Studio 2, students will develop an understanding 
of how sound behaves in a range of environments and will be 
able to connect and test audio systems before recording and 
reproducing a range of sources. 
Get Industry Ready -  This unit is intended for students who 
are interested in pursuing a career in sound production where 
the use of technology is a key component of the job, such as; 
recording, sound reinforcement, television, radio, audio visual 
and multi-media.

Recording and Mixing J01A 34 (2 Credits)
The purpose of this unit is to familiarise students with the 
principles and practice of multi-track recording and mixing, 
allowing the learner to develop skills in a typical studio 
environment in response to a client brief. 
Get Industry Ready - Working in tandem with our Music 
Performance students in studio 2, using Pro Tools to record 
and produce high quality multi-track recordings and mix 
downs, students will develop an understanding of the 
processes involved in recording and mixing multi-track 
sessions, whilst effectively working with clients. 

Skills For Business J01B 34 (1 Credit)
Giving students a broad understanding of copyright, 
collection societies and contract agreements related to 
the field of Sound Production. 
Get Industry Ready - This unit fosters the entrepreneurial skills 
that a freelance professional requires in the modern industry 
to secure employment, or set up self employment.

Sound for Live Events J01C 34 (2 Credits)
The purpose of this unit is to develop skills and knowledge 
relating to the use of sound reinforcement equipment 
used at live events. 
Get Industry Ready - Develops skills such as communication, 
planning, organisation and working with others - students 
work directly with our Performance students in our 
live event space.



Creative Music Remixing J0L7 34 (2 Credits)
Students will gain an understanding of the technical processes 
and creative methods involved in the editing, manipulation 
and re-mixing of audio for music production.  
Get Industry Ready -  Perfect for those who wish to develop 
skills and knowledge in audio engineering and who plan a 
career in audio production.

Audio For Multimedia J0L4 33 (1 Credit)
This unit provides students with practical experience of the 
uses of audio within specific multimedia contexts.
Get Industry Ready - Audio for Multimedia introduces students 
to the use of audio within multimedia applications, film and/or 
TV as an area of potential employment.

Graded Unit 1 J0J0 34 (1 Credit) 
and Creative Project (2 Credits)
The Graded Unit is designed to provide evidence that the 
student has achieved the following principal aims of 
HND Sound Production (Year 1):

 An ability to analyse and synthesise knowledge 
 and skills acquired through study.
 An ability to develop study, organisational 
 and research skills.
 An ability to integrate sound production skills in 
 practical and/or employability contexts.
 To enable progression to further study in sound 
 production or a related discipline.
 An ability to develop personal skills and follow 
 evolving industry practices.

The Creative Project is designed to enable candidates to 
develop expertise in the generation, development, completion 
and presentation of a project to a given brief, for an elected 
vocational area of the creative industries. This project acts as 
a ‘showcase’ to display skills and knowledge being acquired 
throughout the group award. 
Get Industry Ready - Learners will plan and produce a portfolio 
of work that will prepare them to confidently take the next 
steps in their chosen career or further studies.
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